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District customers are billed every other month for water and/or sewer service. If 
you receive sewer service from the District, a portion of your bill is collected by the 
District and passed through to King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) 
for wastewater treatment. For 2027, King County’s monthly rate is increasing 
12.75%, from $62.66 to $70.65—about $8 per month for a single-family residential 
household.

The sewer rate covers costs for King County staff to maintain and operate treatment 
plants that collect and clean wastewater, which includes water from toilets, sinks, 
and showers. It also funds capital projects to meet environmental regulations, 
upgrade aging infrastructure, and increase capacity. Those capital projects are 
driving much of the increase.

King County needs to invest $14 billion in capital projects over the next decade, with 
half - $7 billion - going toward meeting regulatory requirements from the state and 
federal government. A large portion of those projects are centered around reducing 
overflows from combined sewer systems in Seattle. King County is required to 
complete those projects by 2037. Meanwhile, much of the aging infrastructure built 
in the 1960s is reaching the end of its useful service life and must be replaced. 
Additionally, people are moving to the region and the system needs more capacity 
to treat their wastewater. All of these costs are stacking up at once. Right now, 
WTD’s financial forecast shows rates will continue to increase significantly over the 
next few years to cover those costs.

Investing in the wastewater system means that it will continue to work smoothly for 
years to come, protecting water quality and the environment. Upgrades to 
infrastructure and changes or additions to the system take years to plan, design and 
build. That means King County WTD must balance short-term costs with long-term 
planning for future generations. 

King County and partners are taking action to find ways to bend the curve of the 
projected rate path and reduce impacts on ratepaying households. You can learn 
more about these issues and find updates as this work develops.
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We’ve got good news and bad news. 
As reported in previous issues, the 
Washington Department of Ecology 
(DOE) declared a statewide drought 
emergency on April 8th.

The bad news: The drought declared 
in April is still in effect and shows no 
signs of ending any time soon. It’s still 
too warm and this increases water 
demand for agriculture, creates poor 
conditions for fish, and leads to 
increased evaporation from rivers, 
lakes and reservoirs.

The good news: It’s no longer the 
third warmest water year on record. 
Averaged statewide, precipitation for 
the water year so far was a little bit 
above normal.

While some parts of the state are 
experiencing drought conditions, the 
areas served by Seattle, Tacoma, and 
Everett water utilities do not 
anticipate any impacts to their 
customers, which includes the District.

Water use generally doubles during 
the summer due to outdoor use and 
we appreciate everyone’s efforts to 
use water wisely!
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the customized toolkit our staff developed 

with partners is such a valuable resource, 

providing clear instructions for preparing our 

communities for the increasing threat of 

wildfire in King County.” Download the free 

Toolkit at King County Wildfire Ready 

Toolkit.

Scan the QR code to explore the 

Washington Department of Natural 

Resources' wildland-urban interface (WUI) 

map. 

Safety Starts at Home 

Toolkit

Story Map

King County climate, forestry, and emergency experts 

worked with partners to develop a new toolkit to help 

residents better prepare their homes and communities for 

increased wildfire risks. The new Wildfire Ready Toolkit is 

tailored to the specific conditions King County communities 

face, featuring customized actions to help reduce risk and 

build resilience. 

“Everyone wants to make their neighborhood more 

resilient to climate impacts and prepare for a potential 

evacuation, but it’s not always clear where to begin,” said 

Mo McBroom, Interim Director of the King County 

Department of Natural Resources and Parks. “That’s why
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